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A Note to
Our Suppliers

The following information is being
provided to help Minority Business
Enterprises (MBEs) Women-Owned
Business Enterprises (WBEs) and/or
Disabled Veteran Business Enterprises
(DVBES) to better understand Columbia
St. Mary’s (CSM) Supplier Diversity
Program, as well as to develop a
working relationship between Columbia

St. Mary’s and diverse suppliers.

It is our philosophy to promote positive
supplier relationships through courtesy
and impartiality in all phases of the

selection process.

About Columbia St. Mary’s
Supplier Diversity Program

Throughout CSM, Supplier diversity is a reflection
of our Values and the health system’s desire to
sustain and improve the physical, spiritual and
economic health of the communities we serve.

First Step: Complete Supplier
Profile

Your completion of the supplier profile and
placement into our database is not a “guarantee”
that your company will be awarded specific
contracts/purchases, but it is a required “first
step” in the Supplier Diversity Program.

Definitions and Classifications

Certification - We strongly encourage certification
since this process identifies bona fide minority- or
woman-owned business enterprises.

Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise (DVBE) -
A business that is at least 51% owned, operated
and controlled by one or more disabled veterans.

Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) - To meet
the definition of an MBE, a business must be
51% owned, operated and controlled by minority
group members.

Woman-Owned Business Enterprise (WBE) - An
enterprise that, regardless of ethnic background,
is at least 51% owned, operated and controlled
by women members.

Minority Group Members

African-American - US. citizens having origins
in any of the Black racial groups of Africa.

Asian-Indian American - US. citizens whose
origins are in India, Pakistan and Bangladesh.

Asian-Pacific American - US. citizens whose
country of origin is Japan, China, Taiwan,
Korea, Vietham, Laos, Cambodia, the
Philippines, Samoa, Guam, the U.S. Trust
Territories of the Pacific or the Northern
Marianas, Indonesia, Micronesia, or Polynesia.

Hispanic-American - U.S. citizens of true-born
Hispanic heritage (true-born meaning
“authentically” or “genuinely” as per
Webster’s Dictionary), from any of the Spanish
speaking areas of Latin America or the
following regions: Mexico, Central America,
South America and the Caribbean basin.

Native-American - A person who is an
American Indian, Eskimo, Aleut or Native
Hawaiian, and regarded as such by the
community of which the person claims to
be a part. Native Americans must be
documented members of a North American
tribe, band or otherwise organized group of
native people who are indigenous to the
continental United States and proof can be
provided through a Native American Blood
Degree Certificate (i.e., tribal registry letter or
tribal roll register number).





